
 

 
 
Arlena Barnes was a senior negotiating attorney for the Bonneville Power 
Administration. The Bonneville Power Administration is a self-financing agency of the 
United States Department of Energy that markets and transmits hydroelectric and other 
power generated in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
She was the lead negotiating attorney for regional hydropower agreements, including 
the Pacific Northwest Coordination Agreement, as well as the designated legal 
representative for the agency’s Y2K Initiative. She specialized in construction, operation, 
finance, and risk management issues of the Federal hydroelectric system. 
 
She is active in the leadership of the Section of Environment, Energy and Resources 
(SEER) of the American Bar Association (ABA). She has held the position of Publications 
Officer and served on the Executive Committee. 
 
Currently, she is a member of the ABA Journal Board of Editors and the ABA Standing 
Committee on the Law Library of Congress. In addition, she is a Fellow of the American 
Bar Foundation. 
 
She is an active alumna of Vassar College, where she has been appointed to the 
Advisory Council for Photography for Vassar’s Cultural Center. 
 
She earned a B.A. from the University of Denver, a J.D. from Harvard Law School, and a 
M.P.P. from Harvard’s Kennedy School. She received an Executive Scholar Certificate in 
Nonprofit Management from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern 
University. 


